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WE SENT FOUR WRITERS TO
FRENCH POLYNESIA TO SAMPLE
ITS MANY PLEASURES. READ
ON FOR THEIR DON'T-MISS
EXPERIENCES (BOTH DREAMY
AND DARING) AND PREPARE

TO CREATE YOUR OWN SOUTH
PACIFIC MEMORIES.

Tahiti
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nteract with sealife. Frankly, upon
hearing about “shark and stingray feedings,”
I imagined some Polynesian marine park
where tourists dangle bait off the side of a
- boat while oohing and ahhing at a safe dis-
tance. Shark and ray feeding in Bora Bora is nothing of the
sort. At first the water color itself had me oohing, a seem-
ingly artificial pale blue so transparent that in the shallow
water, the floppy stingrays looked like freaky alien water-
crafts gliding across the white sand. Our boat anchored
around them, and our guide from Shark Boy tours—yes,
that's the name—jumped in with a bucket of dead fish. We
followed, hesitantly, with masks and snorkels on our heads,
as his tossed bait attracted a feeding frenzy: A dozen white
gulls flapped above us, while the dorsal fins of black tip reef
sharks clustered on the surface and stingrays and schools of
striped yellow fish circled in their midst. It was like being
immersed in the middle of an aquarium exhibit.

Then things got even wilder. The bait was now in our
hands, and the four-foot-long stingrays rushed at us, slimy
bodies flopping and jostling, their odd sucker mouths puck-
ering up to my sunburned face in an only-in-Tahiti kiss.
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Apparently, these creatures are quite used to visitors and
unlikely to sting (good to know). The bombardment had
me drunk on a cocktail of adrenaline and giddiness—whoa-
ing and oh-my-God-ing, while also cursing and laughing,
as if bees were harassing me while a puppy licked my face

(tours, $138 for two; 011-689/676093). —Andy Isaacson
For other interactive sealife experiences while in the islands,
snorkel in the Turtle Sanctuary at Le Méridien Bora Bora (com-
plimentary; starwoodhotels.com/lemeridien), or book a one-
hour dolphin program designed for couples at the Moorea
Dolphin Center, located at the InterContinental Moorea
Resort & Spa ($514 for two; mooreadolphincenter.com).
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